TO  THE 


*  startforth 


Rural  District  council.  ^ 


ANNUAL!  REPORT,  1900. 


i. 

GENTLEMEN, 

It  gives  me  much  satisfaction  to  report  to  you  a  very  great  decrease  in  the  mortality 
for  the  year  J900.  Only  thirty  deaths  were  registered  during  the  past  year  from  my  portion 
of  the  district,  producing  the  lowest  annual  death-rate  on  record,  namely,  10-44  Per  1,000 
inhabitants  as  per  census  1891. 

There  was  likewise  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  Infantile  mortality,  only  four 
deaths  having  been  registered  under  the  age  of  one  year,  and  three  of  these  were  due  to 
premature  birth. 

Eleven  deaths  were  registered  amongst  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  the  oldest 
person  being  a  male  88  years  old.  Four  deaths  each  were  ascribed  to  Bronchitis  and  Heart 
Disease. 


The  deaths  caused  by  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs  were  again  very 
satisfactorily  'reduced,  only  five  having  been  registered,  as  compared  with  twelve  during 
the  preceding  year,  giving  an  annual  rate  of  1-74  per  1,000  of  population. 

Tubercular  disease  of  the  Lungs  and  other  organs  produced  four  deaths,  or  1-39 
per  1,000  of  population  per  annum. 

Another  satisfactory  feature  in  this  year’s  report  is  the  total  absence  of  deaths  from 
Zymotic  or  Infectious  Disease. 

Heart  Disease  accounted  for  six  deaths. 

Seventy  births  were  registered  during  the  year. 

II. 

Corresponding  with  the  lowered  death-rate  there  was  also  a  diminution  in  the  rate 
)f  sickness  nearly  all  through  the  year,  the  only  exception  being  the  first  quarter,  when  a 
?ery  severe  and  widespread  epidemic  of  Influenza  again  visited  the  district.  It  was  during 
this  period  that  the  majority  of  the  deaths  from  Lung  Disease  occurred. 


With  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  Zymotic  Disease,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a 
great  improvement.  Only  ten  cases  were  notified  to  me  during  the  year,  namely  :  — 

Scarlatina  -------  5  cases 

Erysipelas  -------  5  „ 

Total  -  -  -  -  10  cases 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  all  of  a  mild  type.  Two  of  them  occurred  in  the 
Bowes  sub-district,  two  near  Lartington,  and  one  at  Bridge-end,  Startforth. 

The  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified  from  different  parts  of  the  whole  district. 

III. 

I11  considering  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district,  I  have  to  note  that  it  consists 
of  small  villages  and  scattered  farmhouses,  the  majority  of  these  villages,  moreover,  formed 
by  collections  of  very  old  buildings,  with  necessarily  oldfashioned  sanitary  arrangements. 
These  have  been  in  many  cases  replaced  by  more  up-to-date  systems,  but  still  it  has  been 
necessary  during  the  past  year  to  draw  the  Council’s  attentions  to  imperfections  in  the 
repair  and  sanitary  state  of  several  houses  in  Bowes,  Rokeby,  and  Barningham.  In  the 
latter  village  Iliad  to  condemn  one  farmhouse  as  totally  unfit  for  habitation.  Insufficient 
and  improper  privy  accommodation  had  to  be  complained  of  in  Startforth  and  at  the  Cat 
Castle  huts.  These  were  to  a  great  extent  remedied. 

The  drainage  and  sew7erage  of  the  district  was,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory,  some 
needful  improvements  having  been  executed. 

With  regard  to  the  water  supply,  it  is,  for  a  rural  district,  fairly  satisfactory,  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say  again  that  the  much-needed  supply  to  the  villages  of  Bowes  and  Boldron  is 
not  yet  an  accomplished  fact. 

No  action  was  called  for  in  connection  with  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Workshops,  or 
Factories. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  H.  SEVIER,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


W.  R.  ATKINSON,  PRINTER,  MARKET  PLACE,  BARNARD  CASTLE. 
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